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Veolia Transportation Names Former Amtrak CEO
As Chairman of its Rail Division
CHICAGO – June 17, 2009 – Veolia Transportation Inc. announced that Tom
Downs has joined the company as chairman of its rail division. Downs will work
with Rail Executive Vice President Ron Hartman to continue Veolia
Transportation’s growth as the largest private provider of contracted passenger
rail services in the U.S.
As chairman, Downs will help guide the company’s strategic planning efforts as
well as its expanding roster of public private partnerships, and catalyze the
development of its high-speed rail business. He will further develop the
company’s relationships and alliances with key organizations in the public and
private sectors, including the Federal Railway Administration, Federal Transit
Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation, as well as transit authorities
and city governments. Downs also will provide assistance with operations,
continuing to enhance performance in safety, maintenance, customer service,
technology and maintenance of way.
In his distinguished career in transportation, Downs has held several executive
roles. As CEO of AMTRAK, Downs was credited with leading the national
passenger rail system from insolvency to a $2 billion capital investment fund in
1998. He also has served as commissioner of transportation in New Jersey and as
president of the Triborough Bridge & Tunnel Authority. As city administrator of the
District of Columbia in the 1980s, Downs oversaw the restoration of Union Station.
From 2003 to 2008, Downs was CEO of the Eno Transportation Foundation, a
forum for the discussion of emerging issues and policies in all fields of
transportation. Prior to that, he directed the National Center for Smart Growth
Education and Research at the University of Maryland.
“Tom brings a powerful combination of strategic depth, integrity and a proven
record of successful leadership in rail to Veolia Transportation,” said Mark Joseph,
CEO of Veolia Transportation. “The experience he has gained in leading several
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of the most respected entities in the rail industry will be a tremendous asset to our
rapidly growing rail business and to our clients.”
“I am very pleased to be joining Veolia Transportation as I believe they have the
competence, capacity for innovation and values that will assure their continued
leadership in the industry,” said Downs. “As the company continues to grow over
the next 10 years, we will bring groundbreaking advances in commuter and
high-speed rail service to cities and transit authorities in North America. Veolia
Transportation is committed to setting the standard in safe and sustainable
mobility solutions through genuine partnerships with clients and superb
execution, and I share these commitments.”
About Veolia Transportation
Veolia Transportation is the largest private-sector operator of multiple modes of
transit in North America, including bus, rail, paratransit, shuttle, sedan and taxi
services. The company has over 17,000 employees and operates some 150
contracts in multiple modes of transit for cities in North America. The company
operates several major commuter rail networks in the U.S., including Boston, San
Diego, Austin, Los Angeles and Miami and is an integrated manager and
operator, providing a range of rail services to clients.
Veolia Transportation is part of Veolia Transport, the world’s largest private
operator of multiple modes of public transit, including bus, rail, paratransit,
shuttle, ferry and taxi services. Veolia Transport operates contracts for 5,000 city
transit authorities in 27 countries, and transports 2.5 billion passengers per year.
The Company operates some of the most sophisticated rail systems in the world
in Australia, Germany, The Netherlands, and the UK.
For more information, visit www.veoliatransportation.com

2

